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KATE M. SELLERS APPOINTED DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT AND 
EXTERNAL AFFAIRS AT THE CLEVELAND MUSEUM OF ART 

Robert P. Bergman, Director of The Cleveland Museum of Art, today announced 
the appointment of Kate M. Sellers as Director of Development and External Affairs. Ms. 
Sellers will succeed Lawrence J. Wheeler, the Museum’s first Director of Development, 
who recently assumed the directorship of the North Carolina Museum of Art. 

Ms. Sellers has served since 1987 as Director of Development and Communications 
of Baltimore’s Walters Art Gallery. In 1990, she accepted the additional role of Deputy 
Director. For two years, 1989-90 and 1993-94, she served the Walters as Acting Director. 

During her tenure at the Walters, Ms. Sellers led a complex development operation 
that included membership, annual giving from individuals, corporations and foundations, 
project fundraising, grants, public relations, community and government affairs, special 
events, volunteer relations and museum publications. Her years in charge of these 
programs saw remarkable successes, including two-and three-fold increases in fundraising. 
Ms. Sellers also established the Walters’s planned giving program and directed the $7.3 
million capital campaign in support of the creation of Hackerman House, the Walters’s 
Museum of Asian Art. She managed municipal and state campaigns leading to the passage 
of bond issues in support of museum projects and organized the museum’s notably 
successful community relations and institutional marketing efforts. 

Known as a leading arts advocate in Maryland, Ms. Sellers serves on the Board of 
Directors of Maryland Citizens for the Arts, the state’s arts advocacy organization. She 
has been active in city and state tourism initiatives and in Baltimore’s downtown 
development effort. Recently she was appointed to the Board of Directors of the 
Downtown Partnership, the key agency supporting downtown marketing and 
development projects. 

In announcing the appointment. Dr. Bergman commented: "Having worked with 
Kate Sellers for a number of years I knew that she was the clear-cut choice for this 
position. That notion was confirmed by the development and museum colleagues with 
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whom I consulted in surveying the field. Quite simply, she is by all measures one of the most 
accomplished museum development professionals in the country. She is a very astute student of 
organizational life, an accomplished mentor of others, and a person deeply committed to our 
museum’s mission-one of those extremely rare individuals in the field who combines the highest 
level of accomplishment as a development professional with a significant grounding in the history of 
art and in collection-based museum operations. We are extraordinarily fortunate to have been able 
to attract her to Cleveland." 

At The Cleveland Museum of Art, Ms. Sellers will assume leadership of an expanded 
Development operation which will now include public information, publications, institutional 
marketing, and community relations. The Museum is soon to begin a strategic planning process and 
she will play a critical role in that effort. Ms. Sellers wiQ assume her duties full-time in January 
but in the meantime will participate in the Museum’s affairs to the extent that her duties in 
Baltimore permit. 

Ms. Sellers, reacting to her new appointment, said; "After almost eight wonderful years at 
the Walters I find myself ready for the challenge of moving the development operation at Cleveland 
to the next level and of helping to forge the most meaningful relationship possible between the 
museum and the community. I am delighted to become part of a strong team of board and staff. 

The Cleveland Museum of Art is one of the legendary institutions in the art museum world and I 
am proud now to be a part of it." 

* * * 

Ms. Sellers is a Baltimore native. She attended the University of Maryland, Baltimore 
County, where she received her B.A. in French and was elected to Phi Beta Kappa. She went on to 
receive an M.A. in the History of Art at the University of Maryland, College Park, and an M.A. in 
Administrative Science from Johns Hopkins University. 

From 1978 to 1983, Ms. Sellers was Assistant and then Associate Registrar at the Baltimore 
Museum of Art. She then served in a succession of increasingly senior positions in Development 
and Marketing at the Kennedy Kxieger Institute for Handicapped Children, Johns Hopkins 
University. Prior to her tenure at the Walters she was Director of Development of Planned 
Parenthood of Maryland. 

She is active in AMDA (the national organization of art museum development officers) and 
the American Association of Museums. Her art history interests range from medieval manuscript 
illumination to contemporary painting, and she has lectured widely on subjects connected with 
fundraising, trustee development, and institutional marketing. 


# # # 



